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Compassion is one of the most basic characteristics of human relationships. It's not
only about identifying the suffering of the other person, it is about taking action in
response to that suffering, caring, responding with empathy and understanding.
Compassion is often referred to in modern writing and film in terms of normal human
relationships instead of heroic acts. An unexpected meeting between strangers, a
helping hand, an empathetic teacher, a father's determination, an act of forgiveness
can make a big difference in a single person's life. This paper looks at four different
contemporary stories related to the representation of compassion and human
connection; the Hollywood film “The Pursuit of Happyness” (2006) directed by
Gabriele Muccino, the Bollywood film “Taare Zameen Par” (2007) directed by Aamir

Khan, the short story “A Horse and Two Goats,” and the novel “The Kite Runner”
(2003) written by Khaled Hosseini. While all are set in different cultural contexts and
are written in various forms of narration, they all share a theme of human vulnerability
and the potential for meaningful connection with one another. The Ethics of Care, as
conceptualized by Carol Gilligan and Nel Noddings, is the overall conceptual
framework for the paper, with a particular focus on the work ofGilligan. It maintains
that in these works compassion is not just a thing of personal virtue but a
transformative power that helps individuals to transcend isolation, hardship,
miscommunication, guilt and social divisions. The comparative study shows how
seemingly mundane acts of caring can have great meaning when they recognise the
dignity and emotional needs of others.
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1. Introduction

Humans are in relationships. The ways that people conceptualize themselves and others are shaped by family, friends,
education, community, culture, and social institutions. But human relationships are by no means always full of
understanding. Frequently, barriers form between people because of loneliness, poverty, prejudice, cultural difference,
social expectations, emotional isolation, guilt and misunderstanding. In these kinds of conditions, compassion is an
integral part of reconnecting with the human connection.

Compassion is usually thought of as a great deed or a heroic act of sacrifice. But, the literature and film often give a
different idea of compassion. Compassionate action can be small - listening to another, acknowledging their suffering,
cheering them on, forgiving an individual, keeping a vulnerable person safe, or not judging a person based on how
they are “supposed” to be. These acts may seem harmless when they happen, but can be harmful later on.

The meaning that seems to be evident in such mundane activities is the basis for the present study. The paper focuses
on the concept of compassion and human connection in four texts set in different cultural and narrative traditions,
“The Pursuit of Happyness” (Gabriele Muccino, 2006), “Taare Zameen Par” (Aamir Khan, 2007), “A Horse and Two
Goats” (R. K. Narayan), and “The Kite Runner” (Khaled Hosseini, 2003). The stories have been chosen because they

1IJWOS | Volume 03, Issue 10, October 2026 | https://ijwos.com 180

Copyright © 2026 The Author(s) : This is an open access article under the CC BY license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/)


https://ijwos.com/

International Journal of Web of Multidisciplinary Studies
E-ISSN: 3049-2424

illustrate a situation in which people are at risk, encounter social and emotional hurdles and yet find opportunities for
connection through empathy and care.

The Pursuit of Happyness™ is about a father who is struggling to provide a better life for his young son. Compassion
is theme number one, parental love, perseverance, the dignity a human need. The story of ‘Taare Zameen Par’ is about
Ishaan Awasthi, a boy with learning problems whose struggles are perceived as slackness and inability. Ram Shankar
Nikumbh, his art teacher, exemplifies how an act of empathy and understanding can make education an act of caring.
In Narayan's “A Horse and Two Goats”, the theme of human connection is explored through cultural
misunderstanding. Muni, a poor Indian villager and an American businessman find themselves in an unusual situation
where language doesn't work but human interaction still does. Finally, "The Kite Runner" explores the theme of
compassion through friendship, betrayal, guilt, sacrifice and redemption. When Amir tries to rescue Sohrab, he is
trying to answer for not intervening when he was haunted by his own suffering.

The paper therefore poses three main questions: How can compassion be seen in the four works? How do acts of care
shape relationship and self identity? What is the impact of cultural and narrative differences on the depiction of human
connection?

According to the study, compassion here is not just a feeling for the heart, but an attitude. It does not, however, operate
as a business practice; rather, it operates as an ethical practice. It involves the recognition of another person's
vulnerability and response. As a result compassion is a way people can overcome isolation, social prejudice,
misunderstanding, and emotional suffering.

2. Theoretical Framework: Compassion and the Ethics of Care.

This paper's theoretical basis is mainly taken from the Ethics of Care. Care Ethics has placed emphasis on the
importance of relationships, vulnerability, emotional responsiveness and responsibility towards others in comparison
to ethical approaches that focus on abstract rules, universal principles, and individual autonomy.

Carol Gilligan's In a Different VVoice questions the usual theories of moral development with a focus on an ethic of
caring and relationships. Gilligan shows us that there is more to morality than justice as an abstract concept. Moral
choices are also made in contexts where the needs and vulnerabilities of others are important in relationships.

This relational thinking is explored further in Nel Noddings' book Caring: A Relational Approach to Ethics and Moral
Education. For Noddings, caring is at the heart of relationship. It is a turning from the self to attentive perception of a
person other than self. Being receptive is essential for genuine care — the person in need must be able to recognise and
be receptive to the needs of another person.

This approach is especially suitable for the four pieces chosen for the current study. In The Pursuit of Happyness, it's
Chris's relationship with his son that shows him the nature of care as responsibility. Nikumbh's bond with Ishaan in
"Taare Zameen Par" is a case in point of the need to understand a child's unique needs instead of applying a one-size-
fits-all approach. “A Horse and Two Goats” is a work that explores the power and powerlessness of language, by
asking what can happen when no one knows what the other is saying. Compassion is linked with responsibility in
"The Kite Runner" when Amir realizes the repercussions of his previous failure to act a moral repair.

Thus, rather than just relying on an easy-to-understand concept of kindness, the Ethics of Care enables the paper to
proceed. It's not just about whether characters do good things, it's about whether they see the humanity and fragility
in others. Compassion becomes meaningful

Compassion and Parental Love in ""The Pursuit of Happyness™

Gabriele Muccino's "The Pursuit of Happyness™ tells the story of Chris Gardner, who tries to become a successful,
affluent father for his son Christopher as he battles to provide not only for his family's financial needs but also to
overcome their homelessness and economic hardships. Compassion is more powerfully illustrated in the film because
it situates the care in the context of material difficulty.

Chris's heart is honed through his relationship with his son. He is at a disadvantageous situation; his family is not
stable because of money issues, divorce, job loss, and homelessness. But Christopher is still the pivotal of his choices.
The movie thus depicts maternal and paternal love as more of an ongoing ethical duty than a feeling.

The most important part of the film is that it does not define compassion as being dependent on having money or
social standing. Chris' material security is very low but he is still able to give his son emotional security. His care is
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manifested in his protection, assurance, encouragement and perseverance. He tries to buffer Christopher from the
complete psychological impact of their challenging situation.

The father-son relationship also demonstrates the connection between compassion and dignity. Chris does not want
his son to survive only, he wants his son to have a great life. When he is working to find work for the sake of another,
it becomes an act of caring.

The film also presents the importance of emotional presence. While often out of his control, Chris' material situation
is another place he can take responsibility for and maintain his relationship with Christopher. Thus the father's care is
an area of stability in an unstable environment.

Also significant is the treatment of homelessness in this film. Homelessness might have been only expressed in terms
of poverty and lack of material resources. Rather, the unprecedentedly emotional effects of insecurity are
foregrounded. The shelter system, public spaces and temporary accommodation are places in which human dignity is
constantly jeopardized. This is exactly what it is like with Chris and his son, who form a counterbalance to this
instability.

The film thus illustrates an essential rule of care ethics: There is no absence of responsibility to another person in
challenging situations. Vulnerability can, indeed, magnify the ethical import of caring. His actions are significant just
because he's doing them under great personal suffering.

Meanwhile, the movie challenges the notion of personal responsibility. Chris' success is partly due to his own efforts.
He relies on interactions with other people and institutions for his progress. The film, in turn, implies that, in order for
human beings to be human, they need systems of opportunity and recognition. They are supported by relationships
and social systems, and individual efforts are important.

The representation of compassion thus transcends the father-son dynamic. It is easy to fall into dependency on
moments of recognition from others, but it is not so with Chris. Potential for a successful career hinges on his ability
to present himself as competent to those around him. The plot in this story therefore creates a dynamic between dignity
and recognition, the need for things, but also the need for value and potential.

Compassion, then, is the main message in “The Pursuit of Happyness” in the form of family duty, perseverance and
maintaining dignity. It shows that sometimes an act of care looks like nothing more than a dramatic intervention.
Compassion can be as simple as choosing to give care to another person even when you are suffering.

3. Empathy and Education in the movie Taare Zameen Par

While "The Pursuit of Happyness" can be seen as a film of compassion for the parents, "Taare Zameen Par" can be
considered as a film of educational empathy. The movie is about a little boy, Ishaan Awasthi, who has dyslexia. First,
his problems are not recognized by his family and school staff as they believe he is being lazy, careless, or disobedient.

The film's central conflict then is a result of a lack of recognition. Ishaan has a mental approach to language and
learning that is different to the norm, and the adults around him initially evaluate him based on their normal
expectations of the school. Lack of empathy makes the educational process a source of psychological suffering.

In the character of Ishaan, you will get to know the repercussions of being misunderstood. Academic performance is
linked to shame and punishment. He slowly retreats from people and he doesn't have his talents recognized. The film
thus offers the idea of emotional isolation as a result of institutional misunderstanding.

This is a big change with Ram Shankar Nikumbh. Nikumbh does not judge Ishaan like his previous teachers, he tries
to understand the child. His first big move is thus one of paying attention. He also understands that Ishaan's response
is rooted in an underlying cause, and that academic performance is inextricably linked with a child's emotional and
cognitive experience.

This is intimately related to the Ethics of Care. This is where the attentiveness of Noddings comes in. The first step in
caring is to acknowledge the other person as a unique individual with needs that are not simply categorized. Nikumbh
doesn't consider Ishaan as a “weak student.” He tries to comprehend his particular experience.

The film thus challenges the conventional notions of educational success. Uniformity, measurable performance,
discipline, and competition are often desirable traits within an academic setting. “The idea of “Taare Zameen Par” is
that such systems can turn into destructive ones if they do not recognize individual differences.
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The way Nikumbh teaches shows that the idea of compassion is not a dumbed down approach. It is, instead, to find a
way for the learner to be involved. He is both professionally responsible and emotionally savvy. He recognises the
problem and talks to Ishaan's parents and makes opportunities for Ishaan to share his artistic skills.

The metamorphosis of Ishaan is not then just presented as a gain in academic achievement. Most important of all, he
gives himself a boost of confidence. His involvement, creativity and social engagement is restored. Schools are not a
place of punishment, but of recognition.

Another theme of the movie is that compassion can be transformative in the person who gives it and in the community
that person gives it to. As Ishaan is understood, the initial assumptions are made by other characters reconsider.
Parents' perceptions of his learning needs change and teachers become more aware of the significance of individual
learning needs.

Compassion, therefore, emerges as an educational and ethical approach in “Taare Zameen Par”. The teacher's kindness
is important because it is accompanied by knowledge, attention and action. Finally, the movie conveys the message
that sometimes the greatest act of kindness is learning.

Cultural Encounters and Human Connection in “A Horse and Two Goats”

There is a very different way of depicting human connection in R. K. Narayan's A Horse and Two Goats. It is about a
poor Tamil villager, Muni, and an American tourist who meets Muni by a roadside statue of a horse. There's a lack of
understanding in their language or culture.

This narrative doesn't immediately appear to be about compassion. The American and Muni do not understand one
another's languages and many of the exchanges between them are based on misunderstandings. However, the narrative
becomes relevant to human communication studies when it shows that communication does not necessarily require
the complete understanding of the language.

It is important to have Muni's poverty as a backdrop. His social and economic influence is very weak. The relationship
of the man with the American tourist is a relationship between foreigners, foreigners who are different in nationality,
language, wealth, and cultural experience.

The two men continually adopt meanings to each other, dependent on the context in which they are used. The American
imagines that "Muni" refers to the statue of the horse, and Muni thinks that the other person is talking about his goats,
and maybe about his personal life. The dialogue is comic, and the comic is also an illustration of the challenges of real
cross-cultural communication.

This misconception does not stop from creating some kind of human interaction. The guys are still interested in the
other guys. They share gestures, objects and expressions although they are not able to completely understand each
other's words.

The human connection is therefore complicated in the story. It doesn't have to be a full understanding to connect.
Individuals can have a temporary relationship based on curiosity, generosity, gestures, and shared contexts.

Muni's poverty also makes him socially invisible, a state that is not the case with the American. Muni for a short while
is the focus of someone else's attention. When he encounters them, he feels like his life has meaning.

The trade of the goats and the money makes the moral aspect of the narrative even more complex. Every man thinks
he knows what the sale is about in a different way. The reader, however, is able to see the difference between the
interpretations. Through the use of humour, Narayan reveals how communication is affected by assumptions about
culture.

The story is especially important for the current research as it does not allow for the concept of compassion to be
understood too easily. Desire for connection can go together with lack of understanding. While cultural difference
may be a barrier, it does not mean there is no possibility of interaction.

In the end, Narayan's tale implies that relationships between humans are seldom perfect. It could come about
accidentally, out of curiosity, miscommunication, or brief companionship. The relationship in “A Horse and Two
Goats” is not intentional, but rather a coincidence, unlike the intentional relationship in the two films. It nevertheless
shows the humanity of finding meaning in others.
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The story not only extends the scope of the paper's definition of compassion, but it also brings in the concepts of
recognition, cultural openness, and communication. It illustrates that man-to-man contact starts with the recognition
of the other person, regardless of the fact that one understands the other completely.

“The Kite Runner” is a book that explores the themes of guilt, forgiveness, and compassion.

“The Kite Runner” is the most complex of the four works in its depiction of compassion. The novel captures the
themes of friendship, betrayal, social inequality, guilt, violence, forgiveness and redemption in the backdrop of
Afghanistan in the context of history.

The novel's main theme is Amir and Hassan's friendship. Though Hassan is very loyal to Amir, they have differences
of social rank and ethnicity. Amir is grateful for Hassan's loyalty and is involved in a social system that envisions
Hassan as lower than him.

The turning point in their friendship is when Amir doesn't stop Hassan from being attacked. A lack of compassion at
just the time it is sorely needed is an important failure. Amir feels no remorse for the suffering of Hassan, and doesn't
do anything about it.

From this time on, he feels guilty for the rest of his life. Compassion is not just what people do, however also exactly
what they do not do: the novel illustrates this. It is possible to have ethical responsibility for the suffering of another.

This mitigating sense of guilt becomes a part of Amir's later life. His eventual chance to go back to Afghanistan and
assist Hassan's son, Sohrab, is a sense of moral obligation. Rather than negating the original events, his actions are an
attempt to react differently when faced with vulnerability.

This connection between Amir and Sohrab thus becomes the crux of the novel's themes of compassion. Sohrab is a
traumatized child, abandoned, beaten and lost. Amir can't just fix these experiences one-time with a single gesture.
Instead, his friendship with Sohrab needs care and vigilance.

It's worth noting for the sake of care ethics. Compassion is more than just a feeling response. It is the ongoing concern
for the needs of another person. So Amir's duty to Sohrab becomes an ethical one, long term:

The novel also links up the concepts of compassion and forgiveness. In The Kite Runner, forgiveness is not just a
matter of erasing sin. Rather, it is linked to the recognition, accountability and the potential for ethical change. For
Amir to give a meaningful response to Sohrab's suffering, he must face his own past.

Social inequality is also important. Hassan's vulnerability is more than just personal, it is related to the class and ethnic
hierarchy. Compassion thus needs to question the system which may make some people less valuable than others.

In this way, “The Kite Runner” takes the definition of compassion beyond interpersonal acts of kindness. Compassion
is an ethical reaction to injustice. It requires people to understand and accept those who are marginalized as human.

Compassion is therefore explored as a challenging and problematic process in the novel. It comes out of guilt,
responsibility, sacrifice and the need for redemption. The Kite Runner's moral metamorphosis takes place over years
while Taare Zameen Par's is immediate, represented in the characters' expressions of compassion.

4. Comparative Discussion

The four works are from different cultures and genres but share several principals of compassion and human
connection.

First, the four stories problematize the notion of social similarity as the basis of human relationships. In “Taare Zameen
Par”, a teacher comes to understand one of his students with a learning journey that is very different from his own. A
Horse and Two Goats” is a story of communication between an Indian villager and an American tourist who come
into contact in a village with a great language and cultural barrier. Class and ethnicity are transcended in "The Kite
Runner™. The father-son relationship is tested during poverty in "The Pursuit of Happyness".

Secondly, the works illustrate how compassion starts by recognizing. Ishaan requires a teacher who can recognise his
learning difficulty. Chris's son needs a parent who is aware of his emotional fragility. Hassan and Sohrab need to be
acknowledged for their pain and respect. The American tourist in Muni's eyes makes the point of being seen and
recognised in a more subliminal way.
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Thirdly, compassion is depicted as being transformative. In “Taare Zameen Par” Nikumbh changes Ishaan's attitude
towards learning and towards himself. Chris's determination in the film "The Pursuit of Happyness" opens up the
opportunity for a different future for him. In The Kite Runner, Amir's journey through understanding of responsibility
is changed when he takes care of Sohrab. In Narayan's story, the transformation is smaller, and the encounter is comic,
but things are changed, nonetheless, for both parties.

Fourth, compassion is linked to dignity as shown by the works. A compassionate response acknowledges another
person as of value to be seen. This is particularly evident in “Taare Zameen Par”” where Ishaan's academic issues aren't
just the fact that he is having troubles; rather the more complex issue is that his individuality is first denied. Likewise,
"The Kite Runner™ highlights the repercussions of not honoring people based on their ethnic or social group.

Compassion is also treated differently in the texts. Care in "The Pursuit of Happyness' is a form of persistence in the
family. Care is presented in "Taare Zameen Par" as professional and educational responsibility. “A Horse and Two
Goats” is about connecting with one another through run-ins with other cultures. The Kite Runner offers a definition
of compassion as moral duty and as an act of redemption.

The disparity shows that compassion comes in many literary styles. It can be familial, educational, social, intercultural
or moral. These forms have in common the understanding that human beings are fragile, reliant on relationships.

In addition, in the comparative study, it is found that there are not always straightforward results as a result of
compassion. Unresolved misunderstanding in Narayan's story. In “The Kite Runner”, there is no cure for historical
trauma with compassion. In Taare Zameen Par, empathy does not take away the stress of the education system. The
love of the parents does not always lead to the solution of poverty in "The Pursuit of Happyness".

This complexity is significant. These stories would be sentimentals if compassion were only available as a quick fix
to the pain. Rather, they show us how empathy can open doors, but not necessarily set in stone.

The works hence support an understanding of compassion as a process and not an event. Requires attention,
recognition, responsibility and prolonged engagement with another person's vulnerability.

5. Conclusion

“The Pursuit of Happyness”, “Taare Zameen Par”, “A Horse and Two Goats” and "The Kite Runner" is a proof of the
importance of the word of compassion in literature and cinema. The four works are quite dissimilar in genre, cultural
context, story structure and thematic focus, but they all relate to a shared awareness of the human person as relational
and vulnerable.

The stories defy the notion that great change comes from great deeds. They instead make a point of the importance of
everyday acts of care: a father's protection of a child, a teacher's awareness of a student's difference, a stranger's attempt
to communicate, or a person's taking responsibility for someone else's pain.

The Ethics of Care is a useful framework for the understanding of these representations as it moves away from abstract
moral rules and focuses on relationships, vulnerability, attentiveness and responsibility. The chosen texts illustrate
how compassion is rendered meaningful when it is put into action.

“The Pursuit of Happyness” tells the story of compassion in parental responsibility and perseverance. Taare Zameen
Par is an example of the transformative capacity of educational empathy. “A Horse and Two Goats” tells a tale of the
precarious nature of a connection that can be made across cultural and linguistic lines. In The Kite Runner, empathy
is an ethical reaction to guilt, suffering and social injustice.

Collectively, these works indicate that recognition is the basis of human connection. To acknowledge another's
suffering is to recognise that the suffering matters; to recognise that their aspirations matter; to recognise that their
fears matter; to recognise that their dignity matters. Therefore, Compassion evolves beyond being just kind. It becomes
a symbol of non-resistance to isolation and of affirmation of human interconnection.

Rather, the meaning of these stories is all in the way that they focus on the commonplace relationships. As a world
often divided by nationality, competition, economic differences, cultural confusion and emotional distance, literature
and film remind viewers that human relationships depend on attentiveness and caring. Small acts can make a difference
in the world, but not in the eyes of the world. This prospect is what makes compassion so timelessly literary and
cultural.
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